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Spaces for Knowledge Exchange : New Worlds of Learning

Diploma 17 investigates the socio-political role of infrastructural and architectural form in the contemporary city. This 
year we continue exploring spaces for knowledge exchange as new worlds of learning in relation to their disciplinary 
and cultural dimension in architecture. The rapid development and convergence of both software and consumer elec-
tronics, coupled with the generalised use of information technologies, has provoked the collapse of strict functional 
typologies, resulting in major transformations in both the occupancy and the emergence of new fields of educational 
territories and cross-disciplinary practices.
 
The development of ICT’s (Information and Communications Technologies) and MOOC’s (Massive Open Online Cours-
es) has on the one hand made knowledge more accessible by abolishing territorial and sometimes social segregation. 
On the other hand, this condition has profoundly destabilized institutional models of learning and generated a number 
of issues such as widespread building obsolescence, knowledge standardisation and commodification. Public institu-
tions are under increasing financial and administrative pressure. Paradoxically according to the EU and as part of their 
strategy:” Europe and the world face an increased demand for education…. with an estimated 414 million students 
expected to be in higher education in the world by 2030, rigidity in education and training systems would make satisfy-
ing these needs impossible.” And Japan has recently created global controversy when its government ordered all their 
universities to close its social sciences and humanities faculties.
 
The city in itself is a center for knowledge production; it is in a permanent state of incompletion like knowledge it-
self, produced through individual and collective experiences sometimes formal and informal, collaborative or solitary. 
Within these changing conditions, we will reimagine the relationship between the city and new learning environments 
with greater interaction and crosspollination between disciplines as well as alternative forms of engagement.
 
We will start the year by experimenting with form integration of multiple design objectives, combining inhabitable 
circulation, structure and experiential criteria. We will prioritise the behavioral attributes of architectural form – its 
capacity to enact and affect participation, stimulate the corporal experience of space and enhance the collective.
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Phase 1  // Precedents Study_ spaces for knowledge exchange
Week 1  - Term 1

Phase 2  // Thematic Outline
Week 2  - Term 1

We will start the year with a critical analysis of chosen architectural case studies as well as related theories that ad-
dress the issue of knowledge exchange in relation to material and social conditions at both the urban, architectural and 
tectonic scales. We will look at changes in occupancy within collaborative learning spaces, innovative interdisciplinary 
configurations, active learning pedagogies, and constructivist learning environments. We will inquire, contextualize, 
document and finally form an understanding of these existing learning environments and pedagogical models enabling 
us to develop hypothesis on future potentials. Through a thorough analysis of these precedents, we will be seeking to 
formulate the important questions that those projects have derived, debating on both their theoretical foundations as 
well as developing an understanding of their conceptual methodologies.

IMPORTANT DATES:
Pin up + Unit Discussion on case studies: Wednesday 07/10

Following the case study, you will be defining individually your subject of interest and working hypothesis that will form 
the basis for your yearlong design exploration. The project will be addressing a precise set of questions and concepts 
with a brief that integrates well-defined programmatic elements as well as a high level of complexity in scale and activi-
ties.

IMPORTANT DATES:
Presentation : Tuesday 13/10  
Seminar: Wednesday 14/10

Generator project, Cedric PriceMitsuru Senda, Ping Pong.
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Phase 3  // Tectonic strategy 
Week 3-9  - Term 1

During this eight-week exploration, we will be combining intense design experimentation and continuous critical as-
sessment with an approach that is practice-oriented. The aim will be to set out a set of design problems that will be 
investigated at the scale of tectonic and material systems for the construct of an overall multi leveled space. This de-
sign experimentation will be driven by a precise set of criteria that relate to your subject of interest. We will explore 
how architectural form can be instrumental in deriving distinctive organizational principles and spatial sequencing that 
are able to create a variety of social interactions from collective gathering to solitude. We will experiment with form 
integration that synthesizes multiple design objectives such as occupancy, structure, the organization of perception 
and human engagement into a reduced number of architectural elements. We will seek to imagine “relational spaces”, 
focusing on how people can engage, adapt and appropriate their environment.
 
This phase will be combining intuitive experimentation with a series of seminars involving, readings and discussions on 
selected theoretical references to instigate a fruitful debate within the unit and enhance individual research agendas. 
Concurrently, the unit will be supported by talented design tutors that will be helping you with a series of 3D work-
shops and tutorials (using grasshopper, rhino, subd modeling, after effects...) to enable you to acquire greater precision 
and eloquence in your design.
 
The key emphasis of our explorations will be twofold. On the one hand the cognitive and behavioral aspects of form 
and its ability to reposition the body as a central preoccupation for the design of architectural space. On the other 
hand, intense prototyping using new constructive methodologies of fabrication and form making as a means to imple-
ment and confront our ideas to a broader audience. The tectonic models, will be fabricated in the form of elaborate 
digitally designed physical models. You will be producing a series of smaller scale physical models in series showing 
variation and form development. This year, we will experiment with motion graphics as a means to convey the deci-
sion making process within our form developments. At the end of this term you will be producing two larger scale final 
models. A model of your final tectonic as well as a second model providing information about the design drivers, the 
assembly system, the formwork method as well as final materials to be used.

IMPORTANT DATES
Pin Up : Wednesday 29/10
Crit : Wednesday 18/11
Online : Friday 27/11
Final Crit: Wednesday 16/12
Hook  Park: Week 1 - Term 2

Philip Doumler, 2015
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During our fieldtrip to Tokyo we will immerse ourselves in the urban fabric and its inner spaces of electrified alleyways 
and its 24-hour lifestyle of progressive anarchy. We will be visiting, studying and discussing prominent projects from 
the last century to contemporary Tokyo, looking at work from Keno tange, kisho kurokawa, Toyo Ito, Kiyonori Kikutake, 
through theoretical and historical enquiries and site visits. We will be analysing how the city has been built on the 
traces of the urban fabric of Tokyo’s former Edo capital. The city expanded into a series of multi-nodal developments 
with centers such as Shibuya and Shinjuku, growing both horizontally into Tokyo Bay and vertically through urban proj-
ects such as Isozaki Arata’s Cities in the Sky. Our visits will include projects such as the small playgrounds of Mitsuru 
Senda, the International House of Japan of Sakakura Junzō, metabolist projects such as Kikutake Kiyonori Edo museum, 
infrastructural projects such as the Yokohama terminal and more recent projects such as Toyo Ito’s Tama Art University 
Library. Beside architecture we will visit the world largest international robotic exhibition and Toto gallery’s 30st years 
anniversary exhibition but also more discreet places of the art and music subculture scene to discover the dynamism 
of the Japanese metropolis.
 
Documentation eBook:
For the beginning of term 2, you will compile a documentation book with all necessary references and data needed for 
the development of your project.
This will include Intensive examination and engagement with the immediate setting, study of real life practices of edu-
cation, emerging modes of social behaviors of contemporary Tokyo. You will map and analyse all related data (quantita-
tive, qualitative, spatial analysis) with a focus on underrepresented information and criticism with regards to dominant 
information. You will be seeking to convey your singular view based on your own experience.

IMPORTANT DATES
presentation + Unit Discussion: Monday 11/01

Phase 4  // Tokyo Fieldtrip and Contextualisation 
Week 10-11 - Term 1

Sato Shintaro, 2006.
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Phase 5  //  Technical studies

At the end of term1, you will set out the technical ambitions of the project as inseparable from the development 
of your design thesis. As an architectural laboratory, we will constantly discuss the impact of design and fabrication 
technologies on the collaborative structure of architectural practice as well as new approaches to craftsmanship that 
allow us to escape the normative forces of standardisation. This year’s TS will emphasize the role of innovative material 
technology and tactics of self-construction.

Philip Doumler, 2015
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 The last decade’s rapid expansion of information technologies and transportation networks has diluted the distinction 
between working, living and leisure affecting the way we design and experience boundaries in architecture. What has 
become more critical today is the seamless interconnection between those mobile activities and how they interfere 
with the public domain. One of the key questions for architects today is to develop new briefs and assign new mean-
ings to physical space in response to those radical changes of occupancy. Given these conditions, we will question 
the hierarchical organisation of space and its deterministic functionalities as well as the role site and typology play as 
traditional drivers for the architectural project. A key area of investigation will be to address the versatile notion of 
public space and the conditions by which architectural form can affect the relationship between the collective and the 
individual. Based on Spinoza’s idea of plurality of singularities, we will search what creates the conditions for people to 
create ‘a common’ that would be based on the multiplicity of aspirations and acts of collective intentions.
 
We will rethink and imagine the organization and experience of spaces for knowledge exchange conceived beyond 
institutional and professional frameworks and will contextualize our projects within the densely populated metropolis 
of Tokyo.  Using the city as the infrastructural, social as well as knowledge apparatus, our  goal is to propose new learn-
ing environments and public modes of engagement with the city that are based on collective and individual action and 
spaces of hybridized occupancy. We will focus on the design of mixed-use urban infrastructure that integrates learning 
environments involving the coupling of different programs. We ewill xplore new possibilities for urban strategies of 
openness and incomplete planning, challenging notions of hierarchy and non-determined functionalities and experi-
ment with strategies of regrouping and permeability between those activities.

IMPORTANT DATES - Term 2
Pin Up : Wednesday 03/02
Open Jury : Friday 12/02
Final Crit: Wednesday 24/02
4th Year preview: Tuesday 08/03 + Wednesday 09/03
5th Year preview: Tuesday 16/03 + Wednesday 17/03

Phase 6// Urban Deployment
Term 2 - Term 3

Yu Zheng, 2015

IMPORTANT DATES - Term 3
Pin Up + Unit Discussion: 26/03 + 27/03
Final Crit: Wednesday 18/05
4th Year Review: Tuesday 07/06 + Wednesday 08/06
Diploma Committee: Tuesday 15/06 + Wednesday 16/06
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An anthology of selected texts will be provided as part of our weekly public readings.

Unit Staff

Theo Sarantoglou Lalis and Dora Sweijd are the founding Directors of LASSA (LASSA-ARCHITECTS.COM), an interna-
tional architecture and urban design practice with offices in London and Brussels. LASSA is currently involved with 
commissions in Belgium, Greece, China, Egypt, Kuwait and Korea. Theo and dora have been Unit Masters of  Diploma 
17 at the Architecture Association since 2009 focusing on the socio political role of form.
Theo Sarantoglou Lalis received his masters from the Bartlett school of Architecture in London. He has taught post-
graduate studios at Columbia University and Harvard University. Prior to founding LASSA, he held project director posi-
tions at Future Systems and project director Asymptote. Dora Sweijd received her masters  from the Bartlett School 
of Architecture in London. She previously worked at a number of practices in Brussels, London and NY. Dora and Theo 
have lectured internationally, lead workshops and taught undergraduate studios at LTU in Sweden and at the AA. 


